APPENDIX

(The following sketch has been written by the Prime
Minister for the German version of Sir Austen Chamberlain's
books. Down the Tears and Politics from Inside, edited, in a
single volume, by Dr. F. W. Pick. The German book is
entitled Sir Austen Chamberlain: Englische Politik Erimerungen
aus 50 Jahren, published by the Essener Verlagsanstalt.)

Sir Austen Chamberlain had intended to write an intro-
duction to the German edition of his Down the Tears and
Politics from Inside, but before he could carry out his purpose
death came upon him very suddenly and unexpectedly. And
so it has fallen to me, his surviving brother, to carry out what
I know would have been his wishes, and to supply the follow-
ing short note to serve by way of preface.

The book consists mainly of personal reminiscences and of
extracts from private letters written during the years 1904-
1914 by my brother to my father's wife. The letters were not
designed for publication, but were intended to amuse and
interest my father, who, though struck down by an illness
which forbade any further participation in public life, still
retained his old clarity and activity of mind.

Dealing, as they mostly do, with internal politics, I
imagine that the chief interest of these memoirs for foreign
readers will be in the picture they give of the life of an
English statesman during the period concerned, and in the
glimpses they occasionally afford of other men and women of
distinction,

Perhaps the best service I can render to German readers is
to tell them in a few words something of the personal charac-
teristics of the author. If I can thereby enlist their interest in
a very lovable and chivalrous gentleman, I shall have done a
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